THE SPIRITUAL ISSUES OF THE WAR 


Readers will be wondering what is to hap- 
en to Spiritual Issues of the-War now that 
he European war is over. It is not antici- 
ated that the publication will continue for 
ery much longer, but it will continue at any 
ate for a few weeks to cover the period 
mmediately following Victory and the liber- 
tion of several European territories. When 
it eventually comes to an end we shall hope 
co inform our overseas readers as to other 
ways in which they can continue to obtain 
news of British Church life, and thus help 
to develop into a permanent peace-time link 
the co-operation and the common interest of 


propose to alter the title in spite of the end 
of the European war. For one thing there 
is still a very important war on in the Far 
East, although the spiritual issues of the Far 
Eastern. struggle are somewhat different 
from those in the West. There are, it is true, 
striking similarities between the Fascist ag- 
gression which has led to the two conflicts, 
but in the narrower sense of the words, the 
religious and spiritual issues are naturally 
different in an area where Christianity is the 
religion of a relatively very small minority. 
A more important reason for keeping the 
title as it stands is that the issues which will 
be considered are those which proceed di- 
rectly from the conflict which has just come 
to an end. They are in a very real sense 
“issues of the war.’ 

It may be wise to remind our British read- 
ers that Spiritual Issues in its recent num- 
bers has been edited primarily with the 


of the news, therefore, has been British. We 
have, however, continued to include really 
important items connected with religious life 
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which war has been the occasion. We do not. 


needs of overseas readers in view. The bulk’ 


“This bulletin is published for readers at home and abroad by the Religions Division of the Ministry 
of Information, London, to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 
_ tion concerning the British Churches in wartime, as well as their contribution to post-war reconstruction. 
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THE FUTURE OF “SPIRITUAL ISSUES” 


in the occupied and liberated countries, and 
we anticipate that during the nextfew weeks 


- there will be an increasing amount of such 


information available, as real liberty and the 
beginnings of rehabilitation come to one na- 
tion after another on the continent of 
Europe. 


CHURCHMEN FREED FROM 
BUCHENWALD 


The International Catholic Press Agency 
(KIPA) says that when the American troops 
set free 20,000 prisoners from the concen- 
tration camp at Buchenwald, there were 
more than 1,000 priests and pastors interned ~ 
there. 


CHURCHLEADERS APPEAL FOR 
WHITSUN INTERCESSION 


The following Call to United Prayer ‘‘for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in accord- 
ance with promise; and for Divine guidance 
and power in the great task of reconstruc- 
tion following the ravages of war,” is issued 
by the World’s Evangelical Alliance, over the 
signatures of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland, the Moderator of the 
Free Church Federal Council, and many 
other distinguished Church leaders. < 

“Whitsuntide, 1945, may well be one of the 
momentous periods in British history and at 
the same time it may mark the beginning of 


a new era in the Church. Our thoughts have —s_— 
been for so long occupied with the tasks of 


the war that it has not been easy to see the 
place of the Church in the coming days. 
Those days may come with sudden abrupt- 
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ness. 
will be summoned to the great task of re- 
construction, when the waste and desolate. 
places must be rebuilt, when the bitterness 
of war must be replaced by Divine love, when ~ 
the sword must be beaten into the sien as 
share, and when men shall learn war no 
more. 

“Those forces of evil let loose by war: 
immorality, hatred, greed, selfishness and 
many others, will still be active in the days 
of peace. The Church must come to grips. 
with these evils and fight them with an un- 
tiring energy and a dedication that will win 
for the Christian forces of Great Britain the 
moral leadership of the nation. 

“The problems we face appal both states- 
men and religious leaders. They are baffling 
in their immensity as well as their complex- 
ity. Has the Church therefore a word to the 
nation at this historic hour? We who sign 
_ this manifesto believe that it has. 

“We issue this letter for Whitsuntide be- 
cause we believe that the situation is beyond 
human solution. It calls for a wisdom beyond 
all human ability. We are therefore thrown 
back upon God and His resources. God calls 
us to become co-operators with Him in the 
reconstruction of the world; and to seek a 
new Divine power both for our own life and 
for the great service with which the Church 
is faced. 

“We believe that God, in the promised 
power of the Holy Spirit, wants to give us 
strength, wisdom and direction in our per- 
plexities. We are convinced that this Whit- 
suntide affords a special opportunity, not 
only of re-dedication, but also of receiving 
from God a new enduement with power from 
on high. If we, as a Church, are faithful 
to-day, God will surely visit us, to the bless- 
ing of our nation. We suggest therefore that 
throughout the Churches there be an appeal 
to all Christian people to pray earnestly for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Church, the nation, and the world. ° 

“For this reason we place the emphasis 
first on the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of 
Prayer, that through Prayer the nation may 
be led into the way of Truth. This demands 
of every Christian a deep heart-searching 
that we may fulfill our ministry of inter- 
cession. 

“As the disciples waited on God in prayer 
ten days before they could become Apostles, 
so God speaks to us to-day, ‘Tarry ye until 
ye be endued with power from on high.’ 

“As the Apostles went forth and with 
great power witnessed to the resurrection of 


i esus Christ from ‘the 
us, ‘Ye shall receive power when the H 
~Ghost is come upon you and ye shall be wi 


They will be days when the Church | 


dead, so God promis 


nesses unto. Me. | 
“Therefore, pa let us pray that) 


give to us all the continual dew of 
blessing. [ 

“As representatives of sister Churche 
recognizing the power of Christian unity, 
and the need for its manifestation at the pres= 
ent time, we express the hope that this Call 
to Prayer will be widely responded to.” 


CHURCH RECONSTRUCTION 
IN EUROPE 


A statement issued by the Committee for 
Christian Reconstruction in Europe states 
that the objects for which help is being 
sought by European Churches through the 
Reconstruction Department of the World 
Council of Churches include :— a 

Norway.—Temporary church buildings” 
and parish halls, Bibles, hymn-books and 
Communion vessels; invitations to students 
of theology to foreign universities. : 

FINLAND.—A residential training centre 
for parish lay workers in the Lutheran 
Church; a peoples’ high school for the youth 
of the Orthodox Church; theological scholar- | 
ships, both Lutheran and Orthodox; help for 
evacuated and orphan children. q 

HOLLAND.—Help with pastors’ salaries; 
motor-cars for Church leaders and bicycles | 
for parochial clergy; temporary buildings to — 
replace destroyed churches; help with a jour- | 
nal for the evacuated, deported and prisoners 
of war; scholarships for an emergency theo- 
logical faculty : Bibles and service books. 

BELGIUM.—Help for pastors and for re- | 
establishing evangelistic missions. 

FRANCE.—Temporary church buildings «ft 
help with pastors’ salaries and scholarships © 
for theological students; Bibles and Christ- 
ian youth literature; and theological books © 
published in other countries during the war. _ 

GREECE.—Cloth for clerical robes; help in | 
rebuilding 1,000 destroyed churches;* and 
theological training in British universities. 

No estimate can yet be made of the needs 
of the Baltic countries, of Poland and Russia, — 
of Italy, of Yugoslavia, of the Balkans, or of 
Germany. ] 

The World Council of Churches has estab- 
lished at Geneva a department of reconstruc- _ 
tion and inter-church aid. After being sorted 
here, requests are forwarded to whichever _ 
“giving” country seems best able to meet | 
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ead. ‘The United States has given 
money to France for temporary buildings, 
pastors’ salaries, &c. Sweden is helping with 
timber, paper, and money for salaries, and 
is reprinting Christian literature for Ger- 
many. Switzerland is providing automobiles 
for Holland and temporary buildings and 
literature for France. Swiss youth move- 
ments are helping to equip the French Alli- 
ance of Protestant Youth. 

In Great Britain, as a announced, 
the Churches and interdenominationa] in- 
stitutions have pledged themselves to raise 
$4,000,000. Already token gifts have been 
sent to Greece, France and Holland. Twenty- 
five libraries, each of 50 theological books 
published during the war, are ready for dis- 
patch. Great Britain is now asked for an 
immediate gift of $128,000 to be used in 
helping Holland, France, Finland, Greece, 
and Italy. 

Gifts, whether earmarked or not for a 
particular object, can be sent direct to Lord 
‘Luke, Christian Reconstruction in Europe, 
56, Bloomsbury Street, London, W.C.1, or 
given to a clergyman or minister of any 
denomination. 

The commission set up by the Chuch As- 
sembly to sponsor the raising of $1,000,000 
by the Church of England has appointed as 
its secretary the Rev. Ronald Allen. Mr. 
Allen will continue to be secretary to the in- 
terdenominational committee for Christian 
Reconstruction in Europe under the British 
Council of Churches. 


DEATH OF BRAVE DUTCH CHURCH 
LEADER 


From Holland has come the news that Dr. 
Eykman has died. Dr. Eykman was the 
founder and leader of the new Y.M.C.A. in 
Amsterdam with its great modern building 

and its original methods of evangelism. A 


beidiilar work was later started by him in the 


Netherlands East Indies. In 1939 he organ- 
ized the hospitality given in Amsterdam to 
the World Conference of Christian Youth 
and earned the gratitude of the delegates of 
the 70 countries which took part in that 
great gathering. In 1940, a few weeks after 
the occupation of Holland, it was Dr. Eyk- 
man who spoke out first against the tempta- 
tions which the National-Socialist Régime 
would mean for the country and who called 
to his countrymen for unswerving loyalty to 
the eternal truths of the Bible. His booklet 
was forbidden and the author was sent to 
the concentration camp in Buchenwald. Dur- 


ing the period spent in this and another camp 
his health suffered badly and he was finally 
released in order to undergo an operation. 
Soon after his operation he had to go into 
hiding and during the last years he has re- 
mained in hiding but not without making his 
influence felt among those circles which have 
resisted the National-Socialist invader on 
Christian grounds. 

The Netherlands Reformed Church, in the 
councils of which Dr. Eykman played an in- 
creasingly important part, loses in him one 
of the spiritual leaders-from whom it ex- 
pected much for the period of reconstruction. 


“THE FUTURE OF EUROPE AS 
BENES SEES IT” 


In an article appearing in the New York 
Times Magazine, entitled “The Future of 
Europe as Bénés Sees It,’’ M. Bénés, Presi- 
dent of the Czechoslovakian Republic 
writes :— 

“Throughout Europe there will be a def- 
inite leftward trend when the war is over. 
I believe that there will be a greater freedom 
for religion and the various Churches. The 
Soviet recognition accorded to the Orthodox 
Church was a deeply significant event. It 
implied that there is no fundamental contra- 
diction between Communism and Christian- 
ity. 

In a leftward movement the Churches are 
bound to lose a certain amount of their 
political influence. It will be the case of the 
Church of Rome, too. In Czechoslovakia be-_ 
fore the war we succeeded in securing full 
freedom for the Churches within a secular 


State. We had no State Church and our ex- 


ample—it is the example of the United States 
—will, I think, be followed elsewhere in 
Europe. : 

“I do not anticipate any of those clashes 


between Church and State which went far Be < 


to dissipate the earlier strength of the Third — 
French Republic. On the contrary, I believe 


that soon after the peace conference the reli- _ | 


gious life in Europe will-be deeper and more 


sincere than it was in the past and that one apes 


of its immediate fruits will be far greater 


display of understanding and toleration in ~ a 


all religious matters.” 


DANES REVIEW CHURCH’S 
RECORD DURING OCCUPATION | 
The Danish Underground Church paper, — 
Kirkens Front, published this- article in Be 
March :— bey 

The renewed discussion recently about the 


ig 
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relation of the Y.M.C.A. and the ¥.W.C.A. 


to the Dansk Ungdomssamvirke (Danish 
Youth Association) gives rise to the question 
of the Church’s standing in the fight of the 
people. Whatever one might say against the 
Dansk Ungdomssamvirke it must, however, 
be admitted that during the first year of the 
occupation they effectively helped to raise the 
national consciousness of the Danish people 
and thus created a preparation for the time 
following August 29th when the front 
against the Nazi occupation power became 
the front of the entire population. 

What has been the position of the Church 
on this front? If we ask circles which are 
at a distance from the Church and Christian- 
ity, the answer to-day will follow without the 
slightest hesitation: The Church has done its 
duty in the present situation, and in by far 
the most cases has placed itself at the side 
of the people in the fight against the invad- 
ers. (We deliberately overlook the fact that 
several people within as well as outside the 
Church still think that the Church has nei- 
ther right nor duty to participate in worldly 
matters and events.) Our bishops’ public 
protests and the individual clergyman’s 
effort in the national struggle has won the 
respect of people outside the conflict, and 
it has been appreciated that several clergy- 
men spoke freely from the pulpit—even 
though very often many did not take the 
trouble to go and listen to what the Church 
_ had to say. In this aspect the development 
has been on the same lines as in most other 
occupied countries. 

In spite of this, however, the Church 
should not settle down in peace after having 
won respect from wider circles. This is not 
the way for it to carry out its task. Has the 
Church—that is has each and every member 
of the community from the bishop to the 
simple churchgoer—done his or her Christ- 
ian and national duty during nearly five 
years of German occupation? Did we always 
help distressed people without considering 
the risk to ourselves? Have we accepted the 
task which we felt had been given us? And 


have we in the spirit of the gospel spoken 


against injustice, lies and oppression when 
and where we saw them? 


Time and again we read protests in the 
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- Church; any of us prayed from the pulpit 
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for our displaced countrymen; we sheltered 


the Church did in many ways lead the way ) 


many his death meant inspiration for in- 
creased active and passive resistance towards 
those, on whose order he was murdered. 
Harald Sandbaek became the main Danish 
witness of the torture of the Gestapo. The 
last letter from Chr. Ulrich Hansen to his — 
friends in the prison before his execution — 
meant a new strength to us, and also to many |} 
who did not know him. The unconquerable © 

courage and fearlessness of very many other 
young Christians have had a decisive effect © 
—also on their non-Christian comrades. 4 

The Christian youth associations have re- 7 
cruited many fighters for freedom, as have — 
also to a certain extent the High Schools. In— 
places it is thought, however, that the teach- 
ers of the High Schools are limiting their =) 
resistance towards Nazi paganism and the 
terror rule of the invaders to a mere protest 7# 
in spiritual words. Had Grundtvig lived, he © 
would have used no interesting and “daring” | 
suggestions during a speech, but his words ~ 
would have fallen with the weight of a ham 
mer, and action would not have been fa 
from the thought. 4 

The accusations against some of the men 
from the High Schools apply to several other ql 
representatives of the Church as well. A | 
number of vicars have not yet understood the ~ 
duty of the Church to bring out the message — 
to the people, the message of the gospel for 
this very situation, and to act in accordance 
with this message. ; 

It is not the task of the Church to sabotage, 
it is protested. Nay, but to preach the gospel 
clearly and without abbreviations, to fight 
against evil, for right, truth—and for love, 
to help the distressed, to pray for prisoners, 
to bring the mercy of God to dying people 
and make good what it has neglected. The 
individual Christian will know exactly where 
he failed. : 
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